HEALEY FOUNDATION PRIMARY SCHOOL

CHARGING AND REMISSIONS POLICY

In general, no charge can be made for admitting pupils to maintained schools. Where
education is provided wholly or mainly during school hours, it should be free. It is therefore
not possible to levy a compulsory charge for transport, admission costs for swimming
lessons or visits to museums, etc. during school hours.

The LA or governing body may not charge for anything unless they have drawn up a
statement of general policy on charging. The governing body's policy may be more or less
generous than the LA's, as long as it meets the requirements of the law.

Voluntary contributions
Headteachers or governing bodies may ask parents for a voluntary contribution towards
the cost of:

e any activity that takes place during school hours

e school equipment

e school funds generally.

e lost or damaged school books (nominal charge £3.50 max)

The contribution must be genuinely voluntary, though, and the pupils of parents who are
unable or unwilling to contribute may not be discriminated against. Where there are not
enough voluntary contributions to make the activity possible, and there is no way to make
up the shortfall, then it must be cancelled.

Residential trips
Schools are permitted to charge for the cost of board and lodging during residential school
trips. This cost must not exceed the actual cost of the provision.

Where the trip takes place wholly or mainly during school hours, children whose parents
are in receipt of the following support payments will, in addition to having a free school-
lunch entitlement, may also be entitled to the remission of these charges:

e Income Support (I1S)

e Income-Based Jobseeker's Allowance (IBJSA)

e support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
e Universal Credit

e The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit.

A similar entittement applies where the trip takes place outside school hours but is
necessary as part of the National Curriculum, or forms part of the syllabus for a prescribed
examination that the school is preparing the pupil to sit, or the syllabus for religious
education.

Public examinations
No charges may be made for entering pupils for public examinations that are set out in
regulations. However, an examination entry fee may be charged to parents if:

e the examination is on the set list, but the pupil was not prepared for it at the school
¢ the examination is not on the set list, but the school arranges for the pupil to take it
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e a pupil fails without good reason to complete the requirements of any public
examination where the governing body or LA originally paid or agreed to pay the entry
fee.

Charges may not be made for any cost associated with preparing a pupil for an
examination. However, charging is allowed for tuition and other costs if a pupil is prepared
outside school hours for an examination that is not set out in regulations.

Within the school’s disciplinary code compulsory charges may be made by the school for
replacement broken windows or fittings, defaced or damaged text books or any other
damage or loss occurring as a result of pupils’ bad behaviour. The school is empowered to
recover this loss and resultant costs, as a civil debt. Unpaid charges legally recoverable will
also be recouped, together with resultant costs, as a civil debt.

A statement of this policy will be included in the brochure produced for parents.

Any amendments to this policy will be made if and when necessary.

Equal Opportunities Statement

“Equality of opportunity is simply part of good educational practice which
recognises that learners are of equal value and have unlimited potential for
development”.

This Charging Policy will be reviewed annually by the Governing Body Resources
Committee.

Signed. ... Dated ........ccoevviiininin (Headteacher)
Signed. ... Dated ........ccoevviniininin (Chair of Resources Committee)
Signed. ... Dated ........cooeeviiiinini (Chair of Governing Body)
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